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“The Revolution Is at Hand,” John R. Lewis, 1963

John R. Lewis (1940~ ) was born in poverty in Troy, Alabama, and received a
-bachelor’s degree from Fisk University in 1963. As a student in Nashville, Lewis

firmly believed in nonviolent social protest, and was involved in a wide array of
sit-ins, freedom rides, and marches. He also served as chairman of SNCC from
1963 to 1966. In 1963, Lewis gave an address at the March on Washington that
“stirred controversy when some of the march organizers insisted that aspects of his
speech that forcefully criticized the Kennedy administration be deleted at the last
minute. (The passage below reprints the original text, before it was censored.) In
‘the 1970s, Lewis launched a successful political career in Atlanta. In 1986 Lewis
upset the highly favored candidacy of Julian Bond to become a Democratic con-
“gressman from Georgia in the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1991 Lewis was
appointed as one of three chief deputy whips in the House, thereby becoming
one of the most influential politicians in Congress. Lewis’s long history within the
- Black Freedom movement has given him a moral authority that many other

_elected officials lack.
_

We march today for jobs and freedom, but we have nothing to be proud of, for
hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here—for they have no money
for their transportation, for they are receiving starvation wages . . . Or no wages

at all.
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In good conscience, we cannot support the administration’s civil-rights bill, for
it is too little, and too late. There’s not one thing in the bill that will protect our
people from police brutality.!

The voting section of this bill will not help the thousands of citizens who want
to vote; will not help the citizens of Mississippi, of Alabama and Georgia who are
qualified to vote, who are without a sixth-grade education. “One Man, One Vote,”
is the African cry. It is ours, too.

People have been forced to move for they have exercised their right to regis-
ter to vote. What is in the bill that will protect the homeless and starving people
of this nation? What is there in this bill to insure the equality of a maid who earns
five dollars a week in the home of a family whose income is a hundred thousand
dollars a year?

This bill will not protect young children and old women from police dogs and
fire hoses for engaging in peaceful demonstrations. This bill will not protect the
citizens in Danville, Virginia, who must live in constant fear in a police state.? This
bill will not protect the hundreds of people who have been arrested on trumped-
up charges, like those in Americus, Georgia, where four young men are in jail,
facing a death penalty, for engaging in peaceful protest.

For the first ime in a hundred years this nation is being awakened to the fact
that segregation is evil and it must be destroyed in all forms. Our presence today
proves that we have been aroused to the point of action.

We are now involved in a serious revolution. This nation is still a place of cheap
political leaders allying themselves with open forms of political, economic and
social exploitation. i

In some parts of the South we have worked in the fields from sun-up to sun-
down for twelve dollars a week. In Albany, Georgia, we have seen our people
indicted by the federal government for peaceful protest, while the Deputy Sheriff
beat Attorney C. B. King and left him half-dead; while local police officials kicked
and assaulted the pregnant wife of Slater King, and she lost her baby.

It seems to me that the Albany indictment is part of a conspiracy on the part
of the federal government and local politicians for political expediency.

I want to know, Which side is the federal government on?

The revolution is at hand, and we must free ourselves of the chains of political
and economic slavery. The nonviolent revolution is saying, “We will not wait for the
courts to act, for we have been waiting hundreds of years. We will not wait for the
President, nor the Justice Department, nor Congress, but we will take matters into
our own hands, and create a great source of power, outside of any national struc-
ture that could and would assure us victory.” For those who have said, “Be patient
and wait!” we must say, “Patience is a dirty and nasty word.” We cannot be patient,
we do not want to be free gradually, we want our freedom, and we want it now. We
cannot depend on any political party, for both the Democrats and the Republicans
have betrayed the basic principles of the Declaration of Independence.

We all recognize the fact that if any radical social, political and economic
changes are to take place in our society, the people, the masses must bring them
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Source: Speech by John Lewis, delivered at the March on Washington, August
oocnmm.v\ of U.S. Representative John Lewis.
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“The Salvation of American Negroes Lies in Socialism,” W. E. B. Du Bois
i i ithin the Black
For two generations, Du Bois was the premier voice of reform wi

. usly £
Freedom movement. In the early 1930s he began to study Zmﬂnmammmp%ﬂw Mp MM
mwo first ime. He visited the Soviet Union and was generally impr



